GOLD RIDGE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

4500 Hessel Road, Sebastopol CA 95472

Sta. 1 Headquarters (707) 823-1084    Fax (707) 829-1175

Sta. 2 Fire Prevention (707) 823-5401   Fax (707) 829-7304

Andy Pforsich
Fire Chief

December 7, 2011
The regular meeting of the Gold Ridge Fire Protection District was held at Station Two.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and Chairman Al Fiori led the pledge to the flag.

Directors in attendance were:
Domenic Carinalli
Patrick Farrell





Charles Lachman
Steve Petrucci

Al Fiori








Public Input – none
Minutes of the November meeting were reviewed.  They will be approved at the January meeting since we do not have a quorum in attendance of the directors who were at the November meeting.   
Correspondence – none
The approval to pay the warrants – The November 4th journal voucher for the second quarter REDCOM fee was reviewed.  Discussion was held. Director Patrick Farrell made a motion to approve the journal voucher in the amount of $6,704.00. The motion was seconded by Director Charles Lachman and passed unanimously

The November 21st wire transfer to the Exchange Bank for the November 25th and December 10th payrolls was reviewed.  Discussion was held. Director Patrick Farrell made a motion to approve the wire transfer in the amount of $50,000.00. The motion was seconded by Director Domenic Carinalli and passed unanimously
Warrant request #10 was reviewed. A question was asked about the tires for #8141. Discussion was held.  Director Domenic Carinalli made a motion to approve warrants #70 through #79, in the amount of $11,294.96.  The motion was seconded by Director Steve Petrucci and passed unanimously.

Warrant request #11 was reviewed. Discussion was held.  Director Charles Lachman made a motion to pay warrants #80 through #94, in the amount of $37,414.36.  The motion was seconded by Director Patrick Farrell and passed unanimously.  

Operations Reports


Equipment Maintenance – Assistant Chief Dan George reported that the new Engine #8182 is in service. Dave Froman checked all the equipment.  He did service some of the equipment.  The old #8141 has been on Craig’s list for a week.  Two people are coming to look at it tomorrow.  Discussion held.  

Building Maintenance - Assistant Chief Dan George reported that the gutters will be done next week.  We are moving forward with the water project at Station #2.  Engineer Brett Irons will start putting in a reverse osmosis system at Station #1 in the next few weeks.  Discussion was held. 

Personnel – Battalion Chief Adam Schipper reported that the test for the full time Engineer position at Station #2 will be held on Saturday.  We have four applicants.  There is a Junior College Firefighter class ending this month.  We currently have four interns.  Typically we have ten or eleven.  Adam has another interview next week.  Our air unit will be at the Firefighter Academy on Saturday.  Discussion held. 
General Information – none
Financial Report – The financial reports were reviewed and discussed.  The fund balance on July 1, 2011 was $1,021,245.  Our total revenues to November 30th are $43,619.73 and the total expenses to date are $ 858,666.95. The current fund balance is $206,197.78. Discussion held. 

Training Report – Battalion Chief Darrin DeCarli reported that we have been doing  hands on scenarios.  He is working on the 2012 training plan.  We will be doing some training with Sebastopol Fire.  Discussion held.

Fire Marshal’s Report – Battalion Chief Darrin DeCarli reported that burn permits are being issued.  We have had a couple fires lately. Discussion held.

Firefighter Associations – The Christmas Party will be at Hopmonk in Sebastopol on Friday, December 16th. Cocktails will be at 6:00 pm and dinner at 7:00 pm.  We are working on our annual toy and food drive.  There will be a memorial service for Kristen Anderson’s mother on Sunday. 
Explorer Posts – none
Old Business
Gold Ridge/Bennett Valley MOU – Chief Pforsich reported that the situation has slowed down.  He prepared the scope of service per the Bennett Valley Boards’ direction.   The directors will come to the next board meeting with any changes.  After the scope of service is completed it will be sent out to the departments the board wishes to receive bids from. Discussion held.  
New Business
STATE SRA FEES - In November, the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection adopted new emergency regulations implementing the State Responsibility Area Fire Prevention Benefit Fees.  Chief Pforsich thought it would stall out until they came back into session but it was pushed through.  He still feels it is a tax and not a fee as stated.  Bills to property owners in the SRA will be coming from the State Board of Equalization.  We will receive lots of questions.  The State is not giving anyone incentives for complying with LE100.  A property owner will get a $35 credit if they pay a special tax to a fire district.  The fee has nothing to do with service.  It is called a fire protection fee.  Chief Pforsich feels that we will see the first bill and have to pay it.  Then it will end up in court.  Discussion held.  

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT - The 1988 Beck Custom Engine #8182 VIN# 11VVB0640KA000013 can be sold.  We will list it on e-Bay with a $15,000 reserve.  It needs a new pump.  Discussion held.  Director Domenic Carinalli made a motion to surplus the old Engine #8182.  The motion was seconded by Director Patrick Farrell and passed unanimously. 

2012 BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE - Ruth distributed the proposed board meeting schedule for 2012.  The board reviewed the schedule.  Director Patrick Farrell made a motion to approve the 2012 board meeting schedule.  The motion was seconded by Director Steve Petrucci and passed unanimously.
There being no further business, Director Charles Lachman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Director Domenic Carinalli and passed unanimously.
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